For with you is the fountain of life; in Your Light we see light.  Psalm 36:9
… while we do not look at the things which are seen. For the things which are seen are temporary; but the things which are not seen are eternal…2 Corinthians 4:18
We didn’t paint for perfection, we painted for color…Hezekiah Baker, an original Florida Highwayman painter
I have always had the feeling that thoughts, ideas and emotions can penetrate just like an arrow-they go straight through to that inner wall. Dusti Bonge, Southern USA abstract expressionist
You know, the real world, this so-called world, is just something you put up with like everybody else. I’m in my element when I’m a little bit out of this world: then I’m in the real world – I’m on the beam. Because when I’m falling, I’m doing alright. When I’m slipping, I say, ‘Hey, this is interesting.’ It’s when I’m standing upright that bothers me… As a matter of fact, I’m really slipping most of the time. I’m like a slipping glimpser. Willem de Kooning 

The human element is essential to a masterpiece. The artist must be deeply involved in the understanding of his fellow men. We can say that certain portraits are masterpieces because in them a human being is recreated and presented to us as an embodiment, almost a symbol, of all that we might ever find in the depths of our hearts. Sir Kenneth Clark, from What is a Masterpiece?
But to create is greater, for creation takes that further step which must ever be based on knowledge yet is beyond knowledge; for the things which eye and hand and mind can create are infinite. Theodore Andrea Cook, from The Curves of Life

…the symbol, the myth and the image are of the very substance of the spiritual life, that they may become disguised, mutilated or degraded, but are never extirpated. Mircea Eliade, from Images and Symbols
It is self-evident that St. Louis affected me more deeply than any other environment has ever done. I feel that there is something in having passed one's childhood beside the big river, which is incommunicable to those people who have not. I consider myself fortunate to have been born here, rather than in Boston, or New York, or London. TS Eliot
Art is one language we all speak and is infinite in power. Art is about the voyage of the human spirit and the commonality of all experiences. El Anatsui, artist from Ghana
He who works with his hands is a laborer. He who works with his hands and his head is a craftsman. He who works with his hands and his head, and his heart is an artist. St. Francis of Assisi
The mediator of the inexpressible is the work of art. Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe
But in the fine arts, it is possible to reach a deeper poetic stratum of truth and can only be grasped with effort; one attains it through vision, style, and craft.; we also gain our ability to have ecstatic experiences of truth through the Sublime, through which we are able to elevate ourselves over nature…Werner Herzog
I believe art must take responsibility, but it should not give up being art. Anselm Kiefer 

In the end, the test of a work of art is our affection for it, not our ability to explain why it is good…I don’t think that writers, painters, or filmmaker’s function because they have something they particularly want to say. They have something that they feel. Stanley Kubrick
I think a painter must be influenced by what he sees, all the time or even by what he conceives is around him...Because I've been looking all my life...It was one of my favorite occupations. I'm terribly visual minded. And when I was a kid (in Pasadena) and when we went for the Sunday afternoon drives that people went for in those days, or went anywhere, I was always in the back seat, looking at everything." Helen Lundeberg 
Art is never finished, only abandoned. Leonardo da Vinci
Just as in the case of an artist who comes upon some material that is suitable and apt for making it into a work of art, the suitableness of the material is in a certain sense an unfelt prayer for the form that the artist understands and heeds as he gets ready to make what this material calls for through its suitability…Martin Luther

…Change and Decay all around I see…Henry F. Lyte

No longer made to tell a story, the world seen by the artist was transmuted into painting...and the crucial     discovery was made that, to become painting, the universe seen by the artist had become a private one created by himself. Andre Malraux from The Voices of Silence
Art enables us to find ourselves and lose ourselves at the same time. Thomas Merton
The creative act is associated with a feeling of freedom that is, in turn, born in the struggle against an apparently invincible resistance. Whoever truly creates is alone…the creative man has no choice but to trust his inner command and place everything at stake to express what seems to him to be true. Czeslaw Milosz, from The Captive Mind
The art of an artist must be his own art. It is... always a continuous chain of little inventions, little technical discoveries of one's own, in one's relation to the tool, the material and the colors. Emil Nolde
Art is a vast ancient, interconnected web-work, a fabricated tradition. Over concentration on any one point is a distortion. Art reflects on and resolves the eternal human dilemma of order vs. energy.Camille Paglia

…and yet when the future digs us from the past, they won’t care how we smell, what we smoke, or if we bathed. All they’ll know of us will be our architecture, our paintings, sculpture, poems, laws, philosophy, drama, our pottery and fabrics, the things which our hands made, and our minds thought up… Vincent Price from I like What I Know: A Visual Autobiography
Style is for the writer as for the painter, not of technique, but of vision…instead of seeing one world, our own, we see it under multiple forms… Marcel  Proust


Some of [my] pictures are truly mysterious to me ... which is why I so often say ... I don’t know or don’t care what they’re about. And yet I also say that the paintings are prayers, that they have to do with whatever it is that makes you want more than what daily life affords. Susan Rothenberg
I wanted, and hope I arrived at, a painting style in which planning does not exclude Intuitive and random play. Above all else, I distinguish between painting and pictures (between Cezanne and Picasso). Where I have to choose between them, I choose painting. If I have to choose between painting and ideas, I choose painting; between painting and every form of theater I choose painting. Jack Tworkov
                
